Dynamite Young Inspection Report

Aldingbourne Country Centre
Date of Visit: Tuesday 27 January 2026
Young Inspectors: Students from The Mary Rose Academy, Abbie and Emma

Support: Michelle and staff from The Mary Rose Academy

About the Visit

Aldingbourne Country Centre is a visitor attraction near Chichester. It has
animals, gardens, a café, play areas and creative activities. The centre is mainly
aimed at younger children aged 2-8 and is also a charity that supports people
with learning disabilities and autism.

The Young Inspectors visited to see how fun, accessible and welcoming the
centre is for visitors. Feedback was collected across five key areas.

1. Website

Website:
https://www.aldingbournecountrycentre.org/



https://www.aldingbournecountrycentre.org/

What we liked

e The website is clear and easy to find information.

e There is a map showing where activities are located around the site.

What could be improved

e The map looked quite busy with lots of images.

e Reducing the number of images could make it clearer and easier to
understand.

Since our visit, we have seen that the website has been updated. It now includes
more information, including a sensory story and a sensory map. We are pleased
to see these improvements and look forward to trying them on our next visit.

2. Accessibility

What worked well

e The paths around the site were accessible, even in wet weather.
e The maze was fun and wheelchair accessible.

What could be improved

e Access to the Pitch and Putt area was limited because the space was
quite narrow.

e Atthe farm, near Sage the pig, the double gate was difficult to open using
a wheelchair and the standing area was uneven.

e The centre of the maze had a fort that could only be reached by climbing
ropes. Adding steps would help people who cannot climb.

Facilities
What worked well:

e The main building entrance was accessible.



e Thereisaliftto allfloors.
e A Changing Places toilet is available through the shop (key available from
the till).

What could be improved:

e The handwashing sink at the farm was not easily accessible for
wheelchair users. A second, lower sink could help.

e Wheelchair cleaning brushes at entrances would be useful during wet and
muddy weather.

3. Staff

What we liked

e Staff were friendly, welcoming and helpful.
e Staff gave the group extra maps to help find their way around the centre.

4. Safety and Surroundings

What worked well

e The centre felt safe and welcoming.
e There were lots of picnic areas with space to sit and rest.

What could be improved

e [twas suggested that a sign could be placed along the A27, as the turning
into the centre can be difficult to see, especially for first-time visitors.



5. Fun and Enjoyment

What we liked

e Everyone had a great day and enjoyed the activities.

e The farm was very popular.

Young Inspectors suggested adding more information near the animals. Some
information was available near the handwashing area and was interesting to
read.

It was suggested that animal information could also be available in Easy Read so
it is accessible to more visitors.

The large slide in the café was a highlight of the visit. The Young Inspectors were
pleased that people of all ages were allowed to use it.

Overall Summary

The Young Inspectors had a very enjoyable visit to Aldingbourne Country Centre.
The centre felt welcoming, safe and fun, with lots of activities to explore.

A few small improvements could make the site even more accessible for
everyone.

The group would like to visit again on a sunny day to compare experiences and
see how the weather affects accessibility around the site.
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