






Chief Executive - The boss of all
the council staff. Their job is to
make sure the council runs
smoothly

Directors - Work under the Chief
Executive and they each look after a
department like Health or Transport

Council Officers - Staff who do
many different jobs like the
Elections team, Housing officers,
Parking warden and Helpdesk staff.

Administrative Support Officers -
Help with letters, printing and files.
They also support other council
staff so they can do their jobs
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National Government - Runs the
whole of this country. They make
the rules and work closely with
Parliament

Prime Minister - Leader of the
Goverment, works with Cabinet
Ministers and leads the party with
the most MP's in the House of
Commons

Cabinet - A group of ministers who
help the Prime Minister, each has a
job, like health or education

Ministers - Chosen by the Prime
Minister they run departments like
the Home Office or Treasury
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Parliament - Checks the
Governments work, makes laws,
debates issues and decides where
money is best spent

Members of Parliament (MPs) -
Chosen by the public in general
elections. Each MP represents a
constituency, (local area|) you can
ask your MP for help.

House of Commons - Made up of
all elected MP's. They debate on
important issues, make laws and
agree where money should be
spent

House of Lords - Members are not
elected, they are chosen for life or
inherit their role. They review and
debate laws
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Civil Servants - Staff who work for
national government, similar to
council staff but for the whole
country. They are hired and not
elected
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Get in touch

Email
elections@portsmouthcc.gov.uk

Phone
02392841339

Website
https://www.gov.uk

Social Media
https://www.facebook.com/Portsmouthcitycouncil/

Other
This guide has been created in co-production by
Portsmouth City Council Electoral Services and
Dynamite Portsmouth.
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